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Choose Your Own Adventure:

A Personal Geography Module
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Essential Q’s:

Who Are You?

Where are you From?

What do you notice
around you?
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Core Skills:

Acute Observation

Reflection

Presentation (“Publication”)
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Opportunities:

Engineering Serendipity

Exercising Learner Choice & Voice
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Process:
A more Introspective (Autobiographical) Option A:
e.g. “Where I’m From”

OR:

A more Exploratory (Ethnographic) Option B:
To become “a transparent eyeball” a la RW Emerson
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Option A: Introspective 
Autobiography

Draw inspiration from a poem like George 
Ella Lyon’s “Where I’m From.”

Then compose a “Where I’m From” poem, 
short story, or personal essay of your own to 
illustrate in a multi-media format.
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Option B: Become a 
Transparent Eyeball

Go outside. Now. Like a “T.E,” become nothing; 
See all. Let serendipity guide your way.

● Find something that captures your interest. 
Observe it acutely. Note how you respond to 
observing it.

● If you can, photograph or record it. Try to 
capture the experience in order to preserve and 
better reflect back on it later.
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Reflection & 
Documentation:

Reflect on your experience and document your 
observations in a multi-dimensional, 
multi-sensory, compelling way.

Complement your written textual account with 
audio, video, or photography, as appropriate.
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Final Step: Presentation
Or “Publication”

Using your school’s LMS, a platform like Medium, or 
some other means to publish your students’ work, 
encourage them to share their Acute Observation 
experience and reflections more broadly.

For example, see some Lab Atlanta student work 
samples posted here.
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Transdisciplinary 
Applications:

Humanities:

Granted, this place-based, experiential module lends 
itself more to Humanities courses. 

How might you or other teachers in these disciplines 
adopt and adapt an assignment like this for their own 
use?
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Transdisciplinary 
Applications:

STEM:

For STEMier courses and teachers:

Are there any applications from such an approach 
that could also lend themselves to being used in 
STEM classes...? What are they, if so?
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Some Supplementary
Appendices--just FYI….

For anyone interested in bibliographical 
resources or other inspirational quotations 
related to this content, please check out the 
following slides….
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Related Quotes of Note &
Good Grist for the Mill:

“Standing on the bare ground, my head bathed by the 
blithe air, and uplifted into infinite space, all mean 
egotism vanishes. I become a transparent eyeball; I am 
nothing; I see all; the currents of the Universal Being 
circulate through me; I am part or parcel of God….”             

--Ralph Waldo Emerson, “Nature”

“We shall not cease from exploration
And the end of all our exploring
Will be to arrive where we started
And know the place for the first time.”     

--T.S. Eliot, from The Four Quartets
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Related Quotes of Note &
Good Grist for the Mill:

“Now I will do nothing but listen. I hear all sounds running 
together, combined, fused, or following, sounds of the 
city, and sounds out of the city--sounds of the day and 
night….”                                            --Walt Whitman

“Experience is not so much what happens to us as what 
we make of what happens to us.”     -- Aldous Huxley

“The world is a book, and those who do not [explore it 
fully] read only one page.”                --St. Augustine
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Related Quotes of Note &
Good Grist for the Mill:

“A poem compresses much in a small space and adds 
music, thus heightening its meaning. The city is like 
poetry: it compresses all life, all races and breeds, into a 
small island and adds music and the accompaniment of 
internal engines. The island of Manhattan is without any 
doubt the greatest human concentrate on earth, the 
poem whose magic is comprehensible to millsions of 
permanent residents, but whose full meaning will always 
remain illusive.”

--E.B. White, “Here is New York”
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Bibliography & Sources
 Of Inspiration:

In Search of Deeper Learning -- by Jal Mehta & Sarah Fine

The Power of Place: Authentic Learning Through Place-Based Education -- by Tom 
Vander Ark, Emily Leibtag, & Nate McClennen

Outside Lies Magic -- by John Stilgoe

Ralph Waldo Emerson’s “Transparent Eyeball” caricature image -- by Christopher 
Cranch

E. B. White’s canonical (partly dated yet eerily prescient) essay “Here is New York” (& 
its “18 inches of connection & separation” vs. Covid’s 6 inches….)

George Ella Lyon’s “Where I’m From” poem

T.S. Eliot’s Four Quartets

How to be an Explorer of the World -- by Keri Smith
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The End

--by Mike Pardee
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